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Safety and the CAW Nationally Significant 
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The Seafood Safety programme focuses on 
ensuring water quality for the growing of 
shellfish and safety of seafood for consumption, 
whether for the local or export markets.  
Research includes the development and 
validation of novel detection methods for 
micro-algae and chemical characterisation of 
marine biotoxins, biotoxin toxicology to meet 
regulations (carried out by AgResearch) and 
monitoring and control strategies for biotoxins.  
 
The NSD programme funds the Cawthron 
Culture Collection of Microalgae, which 
underpins the research carried out in the 
Seafood Safety programme.  Cryopreservation 
of this nationally-significant collection is 
underway. 
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•  Taxonomy, physiology and ecology of marine 

micro-algae, particularly toxic bloom formers 
and benthic and epiphytic genera. 

•  Tech transfer of DNA probe technologies for 
phytoplankton monitoring. 

•  Cryopreservation of micro-algae. 

•  Mass cultures for biotoxin production and 
extraction. 

•  90 published papers; 45 reports/popular 
publications. 

 

 

 


